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1. The rninutes of the Anny in Eurcpe Retiree Coancil rneetirrg of 12 Aiigust 2015 have been

reviewed and apprcved.

?. The p*int sf contact far this mernorand*m is COL (Ret) Robcrt Mentell, Fresident, Anny in
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Mr. Hdward J. Drehan Assistant Public Affairs Officcr, US Anny
Regional Health Command Europe

3. 0pening Rerc,mks: {COL Mentell}.

a. Fresidsnt welqrrned ettendees ta th* 35th Aruriversary rneetirg of what began as the

USAREUR" Retiree Cor:nsil. LTC trick, the remaining active frundiag rternber, related that the

C*unqil actually started three years prior to the first Eneetifig with nefiers tc CINC{.ISAREUR
asking for command recognition of tle retiree council.

b. Fr*sident intr*duced SSM Richter as the newest merrber of the AERC"

c. Presiderl{ anncunced Senior Chief Petfy Sfficer (USN} tuis Patiqo as a rre1v associate

mernber of the AERC by virtr:e of his designalion as tf:e new Senior Eniisted Leader,

USEUCOM Manpower, Fersoenel & Admi:ristration Directorale (EeJl). Unfortunately SCPO

Fati*o was uaable to participate in the meetiag, but *rranged for MSG Bolhassen to attend on his

bchalf.

d. President expressed thanks to COL (USA) Shawrr Bolar:d, the new ECJ1 director, for the
participation of representatives in the AERC meeli$gs.

4. Review ef the Agenda I Ac*eptance of the Minutes.

a. Presideirt stated that the Liaisou Repcrt will not be reviewed dwiag this meeting due to
te*hnical / aut*mati*n issues. No sther comrnents I modifications were made ta the agenda.

b. Minutes of the ?8 May 2015 Csuncil meeting were accepted as presented.

5. Presidenl's Report: {eOL Mentell}.

a. Qftice Calls with Army in Europe Leadership:

(1) On 3 June, &e President brisfed the ffarriscn Cormenders Slorking Group. The
meeting r*'as ehaired by Region Eireetor, lMCOM-Eur*pe, at whieh all enduring garrisons were

represented, notionally by the garrison eommander, garrisan co*rmand $srgeant m.ajar, and the

depaty to.the garriscn commarider, and irr which most ef the se*ior R+gion staffparticipated.

{2} On I I Juns, Fresident, Yice Presidenl, and representatives of the U$AG Wlesbaden

rrret to review the OPORD forthe 2015 Anny in Europe Retiree Appreeiation Fay h*stcd by US

Army Garrison Wiesbaden

{3) On I July, the President m*t with the Garison Commander, USAS Vicenza.

{4} The office ca}t with &e USAREUR DCS, criginaily sclaeduled for Tuesday, tr 1

August, uras pCIstpCIned until the aftemoon of Wednesday, 12 August.
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6. DCS, Gl, Report {COL Follock}"

a. USAREUR Transformation Update: No major changes to report; 12th CAB contitrues to
restrtrcture.

b. Changes Xn Leadership: No ehanges ts USARELI& leadership. COI- Pallock did indicate
thet COL Bradford, the new Deputy Regicn Director, IMCOM-Europe, w&nts tc: participate in
firture AfiRC ffieetirgs.

c. AFRC Gannisch Eligibility: COL Follock has asked COL Menteltr and Mr. Francis ts

Frepare a paFsr for IMCOIv{-Europe that specifies Requests for Infurrsation {RFIsi on the details
surrounding the reeent change to eligibility at ths Edehveiss Lcdge and Resort, AFRC Garmiseh"

7. IMCSM-Europe Repon Sds" Lott).

a. IMCOM*Europe Transfonuati*n Update:

{1) COL Jim M. Bradford is the new Deputy Regio*a} }irector.

(2) COL Steven fu{. Marks will asswre camma:rd of USAG Vicenza from dep*rtiag
cornmander COL Robert L. Menist Jr.

(3) Tle designation of USAG Vieensa will cha*ge to U$AG ltaly,

(4) USAO Ansbach will be assumiag respansibility for US Arnny inst*llatisns irr

Bulgaria and Remania"

b. AFRC Gar&isch Eligibility: Ms. LoXt i*troduced Ms. Schrryeitzer wh* was participatirg
to respand to questicas regardi*g recent cheflges to the eligibility criteria to sta3, at the Edelweiss
Lcdge and Ressrt.

{li eSL Mentell had three queslions drafted for the paper he is preparing for COL
Fcllock aird used the opportunity to ask lv{s. Schweitzer those questions. Due t* the e*rnpl*xity
*f the SOF'A, the wording in AE Regulation 600-700, and the lack of insight sn the facts

r*garding &e tesent stafflng" IMCOM-Europe asked to receive the que*ions in iariting i* order
t* provide an appropriat€ resFsrlse.

i2) eDR Breruren, ETRC chairpersort for 20i5, stated that the AF*"C Garrniseh

eligibility issue will be iocluded o$ the agenda for the Dec.ember ETRC naeeting.

8. Retirernent Services OffieerReport {Mr. h{alone).

*. Pending Departwe: Mr. Malone announced his retiremert. His last dury day wiil be

Friday, 30 Octcber 2015, He said he plans to attend all RADs except the AE R.A.D oa 31

Oct*ber. A hirirg actio* is in for his replacement. In the event a replaee*:ent is not qn-b*ard at
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the tirne Mr. Malone departs, Ms. Deserie Garrett*[.ehrnan, Chief, Mititary Pers*rnel Braneh,

Human Resources Division, IMCOM-Humpa, will as$Ime the respnsibiiities as the aeting

Region Retirement Services SfIicer.

b. DFA$ R&A Supporr to RADs: Ccardination has been made for Retired and Annuitant

Fay Directorate, Fefenss Finance a$d Accounting Serviee, to syp$ort the Retirernent

Appre*iation Days at both USAG Rheinland-FfalzfRarnstein Air Base and the Arrny in Europe

neiiree Appreciation Day h*sted by tiSAC Wiesbaden. The details and techn*iogy fbr &is

"virtual'" support are being warked out'

e . Update on Sarriscn RSO5: Ail Ganisos R$Ss me sn-board and the traiuing cy*le for

SBP is happening next month"

d. GeaEric Email Addresses fcr Sarrison RSOs: Mr. Maicne eonfirmed the existence of
organizational ernail addresses for all gan'is*n RSO, e.g., gsary1Y.$luBga1t'imqofil-

eUiqpe"lipt.retired:gervices@.mail.mii, acknowiedging &at they were not standald across all of
th"Go* *nduring gurriuo"i H" did not repart an the status of the establislunent of generic

emaii addresses for thcse offrces, s-E-, rsl]-stuttqatt@.nrail.mil'

E. Retired Soldier Deaths: Mr. Matrone has studied trends in the EUCOM footprint. 'lle
average nurnber af Retired Soldier deaths per year is 71, with &e past tws.vears b*ing stightly

higheiat 9l and S4 respectively. This data has been shared with COL Menteil lbr further

dilsernination t* Cauncil mernlers. $GM Stewalt sugg*sted that now rnay be a gocd time to

preparc and disssminats ffn i*for:nation paper that highligirts the military mortuary services

availabie in theater, the procedures for the repatriation of rernains frarn &eater' and the waiti*g-

time for burial at national cemeteries"

g. US Anny Regional Health Camrnand Europe {RHCS) Spot Report iMI. Ed Drohani. Mr.

Dr*han *r,o**iA the re-designation of the US ^trrcuy Eurcpe Regi*nal Medical Commaad tc be

the U$ Anny Regional Heatth Command Europe. He emphaslzed that beneficiaries/patients will
see Es any ehange in serviees.

a. The US Army Ewope Regional Dental Commasd a:rd the US Army Public Health

Command Region-Europe, re-desigrrated as the US Army Regionai Dental Command Europe

GDCE) and tie US Arrny Regianal Public Health Ccnrnand Europe, will now fall urder the

command and *ontrol of RHCE-

b. Bavarie Health Comrnand is the new name for Bavaria Msdical Departnrer:t Aetivity

(Bavaria MEDnAq.

c. The designatirn of the Landstuht Regional Medical Center &RMC) will renaain

unch*nged.



AEAGA-AERC
SUBJECT: Minutes af the Anny in Europe Retiree Cauncil fufeeting

10. Chlef of Sreff, Anny, Retied Soldier eauneil {CS,4,RSC) Cali for Issues (COL Mentell and

LTC Fuiton).

a- COL Mentell renninded participarrts of the cycle in the Army in Ewap* for requesting,

receiving, evaluating, and submi$ing issues for eonsideraticn by tl,e CSA'RSC:

a 12 August: Call fsr issues

r 23 CIctober: Sr*missien of issues to DCS, &1, USAREUR
. 31 October: Evaluati*n of issues by the AERC
r I Decernber: Coordination of issues ai the ETRC meeting

r 31 December: Apprcval and *rbmissiea of issues

b. COL Menteli stated that a USAREUR letter inviting TMCOM-fiurope {o subrnit issues to

USAREII&. $CS, G1, is in preparauon. Idr. Mal**e said that llv1CCIM-Europe had atready

tasked its garrisoas to submit issues tc R.D, IMCOM-E*rope" by 18 September.

11. Army in Europe Retiree Appreciation Day Hssted by USAff 'lYiesbaden Spat Report. The

AE RAD will bs held on Saturday, 3l October, at the Clay Kasame C+maunit-r Activity Center.

a. The garrison has bosted two IPRs, in July and in Arg,rst, at rvhich LTC Fulton

represented lhe Ceu*eitr.

il) in addition to DFAS providing o'virtralo' support to the *ven! representatives of the

Fedcral Benefits Unit sf the US Consuiate Generai F.rankfi"lrt will be present ta provide services.

{2} The Family and Moralc Welfare and Reereation Directcrate {FM\YR), USAS
Wiesbaden, will host a Miiitary Retiree Appreciation Social at tha Wiesbaden Errtstainment

Center in &e Hainerberg Housing Are4 on the evening of Friday, 30 Oetober.

b. DCS, Gl, confirn:ed that LTS Frederie& B. Hodges, Carnoranding Gvn*ral USAREUR,

will provide a caramand update and GEN (Ret) Gordsn R. Sullivan, Fresident, Association of
the United States An*y, wilt provide aa update ** Retired $ol*ier issues from the Washington

perspeetive.

(t) A He$thcare Rsrm&ablq made up of represcntatives of RHCE, RECE, and

TRICAR.E Area Office Eurasia and Afriea, will be held immediately foilowiag the Speakers'

Frogram.

(2) The Retiree Cauncil Presidents' Mecting will alsc be ]re]d immediately fcll*wing the

Speakerst Frograrn ia an upstairs csaference room. The presidents {or their representatives) of
uft *ilitary rotiree cauncils in the Arrry in Eurape area *f operalions, aiong with members of the

European Tri-Cornpcnent Retiree Councii ard the Buropean membcrs of the service-level retiree

ccuneils, will be invited to participate in &is event.
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12. European Tri-C*rnpcneat Retiree C*uneil {ETRC) Spot Report (CDR Erenna*}.

a. The next ETRC Meeting will be held at Patch B*rracks, Stuugart, cn WedR*sday, 9

December 2015. The purpsse of the m*eting is to cocrdinate all p*tential issue.c prior tc the

components referring thenn to their respective service-levetr retiree caunciis.

b. CDR Brennan hightighted the fast that there is no farmalized process fsr handling retire*
issues at the ccmbatant corrmrand level, which is why &e ETRC serv$s as a key forum for
caFt!ffing and considering issues cofitmon to all retired service rcembers in theater. ECJI
provides a key function is *dvising the cornpa$e&t reprcsentatives on potential issues and the
cwrent situatisn from tbeir perspective.

i3. Secretary of the Nary {SECNAV} Retiree C*uncil $pot Repart (CPR Brenaan}.

a. CDR BrEnnan provided an overview cf issues discussed that the recent SECNAV Retiree
Council. SECNAV Eetiree Cauncil pri*rify is$les were identifid as:

c Shcrtages of Mental Health Providers

" Change to Usage of Temporary Disability Retiree List I Permanent Disability Retiree
List

* Concurre*t Receipt
r SBP I DIC Offset
* Agent Orarge and Blue-WaterNavy.

b" The SECNAV H.etiree C*uncil will re*eive new Ca-Chairs this year. CDR Brennan
requested eontact information for the DA RSO $o that he can facilitate more interaction between
the SECNAV eo*chairs and C$ARSC co-ehairs.

14. Observational Feedback

a. LTC Bergrnan stated that retired service neembers are having in*reasing diffrculty in
gaining access to irstallatian in the Benelux fcclprint, espe*ially to &e SHAFE installatioa. He
said he would gather addition infarmatian ffid share it with lVIr. Francis and COL l?{ente}I. COL
Poll*ck indicated he wouid send a nctc tc Garrison Cornm*nder, USAG Benelux, if needed.

b. SGM Nonis highlighted the presentatioa by Garrisoa Commander, USAG Ansbach, *f
the Fresidential Certifical* of Appreciation to a WWn vef Mr. Eugene Green,living in
Bamberg. Due to health limitations, Mr. fireen rvas unable to attend the 2014 AE RAD
cersr*ony la$t Fall in Wiesbaden at which the *ertificatss 1rysre presented.

c. SGM Stera,art sts,ted that the USAG Bavaria Retiree C*uncil is str*ggli*g to find
v*lenteers to serve as mernbers of &e council. He attributes this rhailenge in part to the lcss of
persorurel who are foreed to leave as a result of the S-Year Ruie.
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15. Couucil Administration: (COt Mentel$

a. Existing Membership Vacancies:
Nsne

b. Frajected Member Yacancies (lhr$ 3'd Qtr, eY 16):

None

c. Existing Office Vacancies:
None

d. Frojected Offieer Vacancies (thru 3rd Qtr, CY 15)

President - 31 De* 15

Vice Presideat - 30 Juae 16

Seeretary - 30 Sep l6

15. Review of lr::rnediate Actioa List fl-TC Fulton):

a. COL Mentell will disseminate slides and additianal irfarrnati+n reeeived frsm Mr.
Malone to the AERC mernbers.

b. Mr. Francis and COL Mentell will provide COL Pollock with a rnemorandum requesling
infbrmation on ihe bxis for the changes in th* etigibility criteria for AFRC Gannisch for further
forwarding t0 IMC0M-Eur*pe.

o. SGM Stswart will research and begin drafting an update on rnilit*ry support available
upon the death of Retired Soidiers in theater.

d. LTC Fultcn will provide CDR Breman with contact information for the DA RSO.

17. $eiection sf Meeting DatelAdjournment. The next meeti*g of the Cauncil will be on Friday,
30 October, ICS/ AE RAD cn Saturday,3t October.

Att,tl \-\ I il,l y i 
,l

l{;-*)\tr-*,'1",.-.JOFTN 
L. POULOCK

COL, GS
DCof,S, Gl, Representative

M ENTELL. ROBE R ffilffisggl*
T.A.1098576279 *,mrrffi7627o

oab 20lg$26l54S {2W

ROBER? MENTEII,
CCIL, USA {Retired)
President
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SIIBJECT: Minr:tss cf the An:ry in Europe Retiree Council Meeting

I. The 135& me€ting of the Army in Europe Retiree founcil iAERC) sorvensd at 10$0 hows
ou 12 Augustz}l5 in the U$AREUR Gi Conference Room" Clay Kaserne, Iil/iesbaden with
mrst of the members joiniug by teiec*nference, as planned" The fust rueeting was held o*29
August 1980, making the AERC now 35 years old.

2. The following pers&Es were presefit:

a. Members:
COL (Re$ Rebert A. Mentell
LTC iB.et) David V. Fulton
L?C {Ret}$rilliam K. Bergman
LTC ffi.et) Sheldan L. Dick
CSM (Ret) SamuEl D. Coston
SGM {Re$ Donald R. Norris
SGM {Reti Michael D, Richter
SGM {ReQ David S. Stewart

b, Advisory Members:
COL John Polloek

Ms. Lynn Lott
Mr. Mike lvfaior:e

c. Associate Members:
CqR {USN, Ret} Th*mas Brennan

MSG Moharnmad Bolhassen

d" Visitors:
Mr. Eduardo G. Francis
Ms. Mary K" Schweitzer

Fresident
Viec Pre*ident
Member
M*rnber
Member
klember
Member
Member

Assistant Deputy Chief of Staft, Gl,
USAftEU& and U$AREUR Gl Represeatative
to the Council
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1, t\,{C0M-Europe
Retirement Services Offi cer, IMCOM-Europe

USNAVEUR member of the European Tri-
C*mponent Retiree Cauncil and mernber of &e
Secretary of the Navy Retiree Couscii
OlHCJl, USEUCOM, represeating SCFO Luis
F. Fatiao, SEL, ECJ1, USEUC0M

Chiei Military Policy, DCS, Gl, USAREUR
Chie{ NAF Suppor{ Br*nch, Assistant Chief of
steff, G9, IMC0M-Eur*pe
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